
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 

March saw the annual Birdlife South Africa’s  AGM being held 
in Phalaborwa. From the sounds of, it the venue was perfect 
and the excursions and the meeting itself was well attended.  I 
am sure you would all agree that it is wonderful that our 
province was chosen to host the AGM. The repercussions 
thereof are immeasurable with regards to exposure for the 
Limpopo Birding Routes and tourism in general in our region.  
March was also a month in which World Water Day and 
EarthHour was recognized and celebrated.  As a bird club we 
are obliged to be environmentally concerned citizens and need 
to make the effort in being custodians for  nature. I trust that 
each of you made a stand and took cognizance of these 
important environmental days. 
 
On a sadder note, we bid bon-voyage, farewell but  not 
goodbye to Tom and Maggie Matthis that are to embark on an 
exciting epic of adventure traveling through Africa.  We are all 
very envious and will miss you at the bird club but we will be 
looking forward to getting all your enthralling news from the 
wild yonder - All the very best to you both and safe travels. 

 

 
Happy birding to you all. 
Lisa     
  

 

 
Bramasole 15 Maart 2009 – Koos Du Plessis 
 
Die weer was redelik besluiteloos gedurende die oggend en in 
een stadium het dit gelyk of dit ‘n geval gaan wees van “birding 
in the mist” . Ons laat ons egter nie deur bietjie koue onder kry 
nie en gelukkig ook nie sommige voël spesies nie en het dit ‘n 
hele paar variasies van Vleitinktinkies (Levaillant's Cisticola) tot 
gevolg gehad.  (donker, opgepof,  bedremmeld en wind 
verwaaid). Daar is lank na die Grasvoël (Cape Grassbird) gesoek 
en is hy uiteindelik gekry. In die woud was dit redelik stil maar 
met aanmoediging van Derek se iPod en Almari se PDA het ons 
wel reaksie gekry. Van die hoogtepunte was Knysnaloerie 
(Knysna Turaco), Gestreepte Kanarie (Forest Canary), 
Kleinbyvanger (Square-tailed Drongo), Gryskopspeg (Olive 
Woodpecker), Bosloerie (Narina Trogon), Swartoogboslaksman 
(Black-fronted Bush-Shrike), Bloukatakoeroe (Grey 
Cuckooshrike) en Mooimeisie (African Emerald Cuckoo) Ek 
wonder nog steeds waar die Geelstreepboskruiper (Yellow-
streaked Greenbul) se geel strepe is. Die Gevlekte 
Heuningwyser (Scaly-throated Honeyguide) het wel geantwoord 
op die “indringer” in sy gebied  maar het verseg om sy tak te 
verlaat om te kom ondersoek instel. Op pad terug kon ons vir 
San3 die Vlermuisvalk (Bat Hawk) ook wys. 
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On the Lek – an interview with … 
 

Susan Chapman by Derek Engelbrecht 
 
I recently had the privilege of interviewing Susan Chapman about her 
birding exploits. Susan is on the brink of a major birding milestone as 
she approaches the 750 mark – she is currently on 747. Susan has 
been birding all over the world, and we are still waiting for her 
Antarctica talk! 
 
How long have you been a birdwatcher? 
I guess about 15 years. 
 
How did you become a birdwatcher? 
My father was a member of the original Pietersburg Bird Club 
established in the 1970’s. 
 
What was your most recent lifer? 
An Olive-tree Warbler at Pafuri. 
 
What was your most memorable sighting? 
A flock of Carmine Bee-eaters – also at Pafuri. Those colours!! 
 
Which field guide do you use? 
Mostly SASOL. 
 
What is your favourite bird call? 
Burchell’s Coucal is something special. 
 
What is your favourite bird? 
The Kingfishers. 
 
What is your favourite birding spot? 
This may sound boring but the Polokwane Bird Sanctuary 
always seems to deliver the goods. 
 
Where will your next birding trip be? 
Wakkerstroom and Zululand with Joe. 
 
What bird is your most sort of at this stage? 
I’ve dipped many, many times on Pel’s Fishing Owl but I 
would also settle for a Grey-hooded Kingfisher. 

The Grey-hooded Kindfisher, one of Susan’s sort after 
birds.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1. There was NO consultation whatsoever with the 
environmental NGOs, the landowners or the 
Wakkerstroom community. This is a fatal flaw in their 
process and yet Department of Minerals and Energy 
(DME) approved their application. 

2. The company states in their EMP that there are NO 
threatened species on the sites yet Wakkerstroom is a 
designated Important Bird Area with a large number of 
endemic and threatened bird species present in the 
grasslands. This indicates that no biological surveys 
were done by the company or their consultants. 

3. It appears that the DME also failed to do their due 
diligence: they should have advertised in the public 
media about Delta’s application to prospect in the 
Wakkerstroom region. They should have called for 
public consultation processes to be started. None of 
this happened.  

4. The DME designated the environmental impacts as 
medium (given the scant information provided by the 
company) yet all parties present at the meeting agreed 
that the environmental impacts on the grasslands and 
water will be severe.  

The delegates agreed that the permit for exploration appears to 
be invalid due to the lack of consultation, the lack of any data 
on rare and threatened species and the authorisation for 
exploration in two protected natural areas (Pongola Forest 
Reserve and Paardeplaats Nature Reserve). Legal advice will 
be sought immediately and appropriate actions will be launched 
in order to have permits refuted and declared null and void.  
 
This leaves serious doubts as to the ability of the DME to 
implement appropriate protection of the natural environment 
whilst issuing invalid licenses for exploration and mining in one 
of the country’s most sensitive catchments and biodiversity hot 
spots.  
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Mark Anderson, Executive Director, telephone number   

011 789 1122 
 
or  
 
Angus Burns, Ekangala Grassland Project, telephone number 
 084 400 1234  
 
or  
 
Carolyn Ah Shene, Manager Policy and Advocacy Division, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sabap2 Maart 2009 – Koos Du Plessis 
 
Limpopo Province becomes the 6th SABAP2 atlas region to 
join the 25% club. One quarter of the 1543 pentads in the 
province have had at least one visit. 
 
Interessante nuwe atlas spesies vir Polokwane natuur reservaat 
die afgelope maand is Donkerlewerik (Dusky Lark), 
Gryskopvisvanger (Grey-headed Kingfisher) en 
Sprinkaansanger (River Warbler ). 
 
 

What’s on? 
 
 
1)  16 to 19 April  - Raptor identification course, Letaba Camp, KNP. 
Hosted by the Limpopo Honorary Rangers. Contact Charles Hardy at 
083 457 1721. 
 
2) 24 to 27 April – Last Post (Bandelierkop) birding weekend KdP. 
     
3) 24 April to 03 May - Natal & Wakkerstroom birding tour with 
Eden Routes. LG. 
 
4) 09 and 10 May – 2009 National Cape Parrot census in Woodbush , 
Magoebaskloof, Politsi, and Westfalia. KdP 
 
5) 06 May - Bird club meeting at “Die Koraal” 18h30 
 
Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293) or Lisa Grosel - LG 
(083 380 2322) for enquiries & reservations.  
 
 

LET’S PLEDGE OUR SUPPORT…

SOCIETY TAKES ON MINING IN THE WAKKERSTROOM 
REGION  
 
Exploration for torbanite and coal in the Wakkerstroom region 
by the Delta Mining Corporation is the most serious 
environmental threat that this grassland and wetland area has 
ever faced. Rare and endangered species of plants and 
animals like the oribi, wattled crane, Rudd’s lark, Botha’s lark 
and blue crane are at risk of losing their foothold in one of 
South Africa’s most famous Important Bird Areas if mining is 
ever allowed in the area. Conservation NGOs and civil society 
decided at a meeting on Monday at the BirdLife South Africa 
Wakkerstroom Tourism Centre that mining would never be 
allowed to destroy the natural heritage of the region.  
 
Representatives from BirdLife South Africa, Ekangala 
Grassland Trust, the Wildlife and Environment Society of SA, 
WWF-SA, Endangered Wildlife Trust, National Grasslands 
Programme of the Botanical Society of SA, Wakkerstroom 
Natural Heritage Association, DEAT, DWAF, Mpumalanga Dept 
of Agriculture and Land Administration, Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Authority, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, farmers, 
Wakkerstroom residents, Koos Pretorius of Chrissiesmeer who 
has been fighting mining in that region shared facts about the 
proposed exploration for torbanite and coal on three sites east 
of the Wakkerstroom town en route to Luneburg.  
 
With the information at hand it transpired that Delta obtained 
prospecting rights on two properties in the Wakkerstroom 
region (16 km East of Wakkerstroom town in the Luneburg 
area) and also on the Pongola Forest Reserve and the 
Paardeplaats Nature Reserve that are both Protected Natural 
Areas. It also became evident that the mining company is trying 
to obtain prospecting rights on at least five other properties for 
exploration. A copy of the EMP that was authorized by 
Department of Minerals and Energy for prospecting revealed 
the following:  

A wonderful bird is the pelican 
His bill will hold more than his belican. 
He can take in his beak 
Food enough for a week, 
But I'm damned if I see how the helican. 
~Dixon Lanier Merritt 


