
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 

September proved to be a very fruitful birding month for many of our 
club members, particularly those who ventured north to the Limpopo 
River and were rewarded with spectacular views of the mystical and 
very elusive Pels Fishing Owl. Thank you San3 for arranging such a 
fantastic outing. A few members were also treated to another birding 
long weekend in the Mapungubwe National Park arranged by the 
Limpopo Honorary Rangers and members of the Greater Limpopo 
Birding Routes. Our appreciation also goes out to Charles Hardy, Lisa 
Martus and Joe Grosel for arranging and running these Mapungubwe 
outings through which much-needed funds are raised for ongoing bird 
guide training.  
 
Earlier in the month some of our members went looking for vultures at 
the Ibis Piggery during the vulture awareness week. Unfortunately 
some misty weather and the absence of a fresh carcass at the “vulture 
restaurant” curtailed their chances of seeing good numbers of vultures.  
 
During last month’s meeting Ms Magda Striecher enthralled us all 
with her talk about our solar system. Thank you Magda for affording 
us your time and sharing your phenomenal knowledge of ‘things 
astronomical’ with us. 
 
October sees us enjoying our penultimate monthly meeting of the year 
- just the right time for one of Joe and Derek’s bird quizzes. The 
month holds some interesting birding prospects with the arrival of 
many more summer migrants while proposed visits to places like 
Magoebaskloof and the Caprivi should ensure that the ‘lifers’ keep  on 
rolling in.  I hope you all enjoy an adventurous month of birding! 
 
Happy birding and hoping to see you all “out there”. 
 
Lisa   
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Violent World of Raptors 
 
A couple of paleontology students decided to study the feet of a few 
birds of prey in an attempt to understand how carnivorous dinosaurs 
may have lived. They studied birds of prey that lived in North 
America and Europe and included eagles and hawks, owls, osprey and 
falcons. 
 
By the time they finished, they were immersed in a violent world 
where some raptors dismember their prey and eat them alive. 
Depending on the type of raptor, the birds of prey break necks, pry 
open body cavities, pierce internal organs and strike killing blows. 
They examined hundreds of raptor claws, photographs and videos to 
understand raptor-prey interactions. They measured the length and 
curvature of claws, then compared them. They also surveyed 
preserved skins and mounts in MSU's ecology department, the 
Museum of the Rockies and the American Museum of Natural 
History. 
 
Their results show that talons varied in shape and size among families 
of raptors, and that this was related to differences in killing technique. 
They describe how accipitrids, which include hawks and eagles, have 
two giant talons on their first and second toes. These give them a 
secure grip on struggling game that they like to eat alive, “so long as it 
does not protest too vigorously. In this prolonged and bloody scenario, 
prey eventually succumb to massive blood loss or organ failure, 
incurred during dismemberment” Falcons rely less on their talons, 
they only use their talons to prevent their prey from escaping - they 
generally strike their prey at high speeds, then use a "tooth" on their 
beak to break its neck or crush the head (see image below). All raptors 
hold small prey inside their feet and immobilize them by constriction. 
Owls crush prey between two opposable talons, then swallow their 
prey whole. Owls only tend to eat small prey, so they have feet and 
claws specialized for high grip strength, making them more efficient 
constrictors. Osprey, on the other hand, bear fishhook-talons — 
fitting, as they catch fish just below the water’s surface.  
 
ScienceDaily (Nov. 25, 2009) (Article provided by Derek Engelbrecht) 
 
 
    
 

Polokwane’s returning migrants: by Joe Grosel 
 
September is usually the month when the second wave of migrant bird 
species arrives in our region. This is after the real “early birds” have 
made their appearances during July and August, including the likes of 
Yellow-billed Kites, White-rumped Swifts and Red-breasted 
Swallows. Here is a list of some of these Spring arrivals, observed 
over the past month in the Polokwane region. 
 
White-throated Swallow (Witkeelswael) – 04 September (Serala 
View – Fauna Park) 
European Bee-eater (Europese Byvreter) – 22 Sep (Bendor Village) 
Little Stint (Kleinstrandloper) & Common Sandpiper (Gewone 
Ruiter) – 24 Sep (Kalkfontein farm dams) 
Diderick Cuckoo (Diederikkie) - 24 Sep (Kalkfontein farm dams) 
Red-breasted Cuckoo (Piet-my-vrou) – 28 Sep (Polokwane Nature 
Reserve) 
Willow Warbler (Hofsanger) – 30 Sep (Tembele Country Estate - 
Polokwane) 
 
The Barn Swallows, Black, Jacobin and Levaillant’s Cuckoos, 
Woodland Kingfishers, Lesser-Grey & Red-backed Shrikes, Violet-
backed Starlings, Steppe Buzzards and Spotted Flycatchers should be 
arriving in October. Let me know when you see or hear the first 
arrivals. 

Gabar Goshawk showing the “tooth” on the upper mandible. 
Photo – Derek Engelbrecht



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

Upcoming events 
 
1) 14 – 17 October – Honorary Rangers present a Raptor 
Identification Course at Letaba Camp - KNP. CH (two spots available). 
 
2) 17 October (Sun) Day visit to Bramasole Lodge, Magoebaskloof. 
For forest birding at its best KdP. 
 
3) 29 October – 03 November - Southern Zambia, Chobe and 
Caprivi birding adventure with Eden Routes. LG 
 
4) 03 November - Birdlife Polokwane’s last monthly meeting of the 
year at “Die Koraal” 18h30. 
 
5) 23 – 25 November – “Searching for the northern Kruger specials”, 
Punda Maria & Pafuri. LG 
 
6) Sat - 27 November – Birding Big Day 2010 
 
Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293), Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 
2322) Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721) and San3 de Wet – San3 
(0824532754) for enquiries & reservations.  

 

Shoplifting Gull!                           

A seagull in Scotland has developed the habit of stealing chips from a 
neighbourhood shop. The gull waits until the shopkeeper isn’t 
looking, and then walks into the store and grabs a snack-size bag of 

 

 

 

  

 
Since then, he’s become a regular. He always takes the same type of 
chips. Customers have begun paying for the sea gull’s stolen bags of 
chips because they think it’s so funny.          Daily Sun (17 September) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Uitstappie na Club Ranch 
 
Lede van die klub het op Saterdag 18 September ’n uitstappie 
onderneem na Club Ranch, so 200 kilometers vanaf 
Polokwane. Die uitstappie is gereël deur Sandri de Wet. Daar 
was sestien mense wat gaan kyk het- nie almal was lede nie. 
George Marais, wat vir baie jare daar jag, het ons groepie 
vergesel om vir ons te wys waar die ontwykende Visuil 
moontlik te siene sal wees. 
 
Met ons aankoms daar so 07:30 het almal eers na hul 
drinkgoedjies gegryp-tee, koffie en toebroodjies. Hierna is ons 
dadelik rivier se kant toe. Die Limpoporivier vorm hier ’n 
eiland en ons moes deur die rivier gaan na die eiland toe. Daar 
aangekom het almal naarstiglik begin soek na die Visuil. Mens 
kon die opgewondenheid in die lug aanvoel, ja ’n hartklop of 
twee was ook hoorbaar ! 
 
George Marais het naderhand genoem dat hy begin 
bekommerd raak toe die tyd aanstap en ons nog niks gewaar 
het nie. Mens kon die bekommernis selfs in sy oë sien op een 
stadium. 
 
Teen 08:25 was daar ’n gefladder in die boomtoppe en siedaar 
daar kom oom Visuil na vore. ’n Klompie van ons het hom 
beskou en toe vlieg hy weer so ’n ent verder en gaan sit toe 
wawyd oop bo-op in ’n ander boom. Daar het hy vir ongeveer 
twintig minute gesit waar Nick Baglow en ander hom kon 
afneem. Daar was agt mense wat daardie dag ’n merkie 
gemaak het op hul lewenslys. 
 
In totaal is 65 voëls getel voordat ons na ’n lekker braai teen 
middag huiswaarts gekeer het. Billy het ook die pentad se data 
na SABAP 2 gestuur wat dan ook deur hulle aanvaar is. 
Die Witkopkiewiet, Bosveldpapegaai en Rooikeelbyvreters 
was ook mooi spesies wat gesien is. 
Almal wat die uitstappie meegemaak het wil vir George Marais 
in die algemeen, en vir Sandri de Wet in die besonder baie 
dankie sê vir hierdie fantastiese uitstappie wat sy gereël het.  
 
Ja, San3 kan maar  !! Baie baie dankie. 
 

Daar sit hy! n’ groot 
“lifer” ► 
 
Die suksesvolle groep 
“pelle” wat breed 
glimlag na hulle die 
visuil gesien het.  ▼ 
 
Fotos – Nick Baglow 

cheese Doritos™. Once 
outside, the bag gets 
ripped open and shared 
by other birds. The sea 
gull’s shoplifting started 
early this month when he 
first swooped into the 
store in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, and helped 
himself to a bag of chips.  

Ringing report – Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens, 
Roodepoort, Gauteng.                     
 
I was fortunate to present a bird  identification and ringing 
demonstration with Joe Grosel on the weekend of the 1-3 
October 2010 at the abovementioned gardens. Despite the 
suburban setting of the botanical gardens, more than 200 
species have been recorded in the gardens. Perhaps the biggest 
surprise to both Joe and I was the high number of typically 
bushveld birds that can be found in this part of the highveld. 
 
The bird ringing went exceptionally well and I managed to ring 
64 individuals representing 23 different species in the two days 
that the nets were up. There was a tie for the most individuals 
of a species ringed, namely 10 individuals each for the Dark-
capped Bulbul and Southern Masked Weaver. Good numbers 
of Cape Robin-chats were also ringed, namely eight 
individuals. Seven birds were retrapped including a Tawny-
flanked Prinia, three Southern Masked Weavers, two Karoo 
Thrushes and one Crested Barbet. The highlight of the 
weekend was probably a male Black Cuckooshrike, but three 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbirds was a close second. 
 
The Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens is easily accessible and 
very birder friendly and it is well worth a visit for birding and 
just relaxing in the beautiful gardens.            Derek Engelbrecht 


