# The Lark

From the Editor

What a cold month June has been. It seems that only Joe and
his birder group were fortunate to see any exiting birds during
their Punda Maria trip, early in June (see article). The rest of us
were frozen indoors, and just as well that the Heanertsburg
grasslands trip has been postponed. This was surely the
coldest, most windy day that we had in many winters.

The aloes are in full bloom everywhere you see, and hopefully
this will provide a few hours of good birding for anyone who is
patient enough. In our garden, various sunbirds are visiting the
aloes growing there, consuming the nectar faster than the
plants can produce it.

Our bird list for the Limpopo 600 challenge is currently standing
on 504 species. See the website for the outstanding species.

Happy birding!
Wilna
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Limpopo Specials (2):

The Blue-spotted Wood Dove Joe Grosel
The Blue-spotted Wood-Dove, Turtur afer (Blouvlekduifie), is
fairly common in the tropical regions of West and East Africa
but rare in Southern Africa. It differs from the Emerald-spotted
Wood-Dove by the iridescent blue spots on the folded wing,
although in the shaded light of its typical wooded habitats these
are often not clearly visible. More reliable field identification
features, are the yellow tipped bill and pure white throat. Like
other small doves (the Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove and the
Tambourine Dove), the Blue-spotted Dove has the habit of
rising suddenly with a clap of its wings, and flying away swiftly,
turning and dodging among the trees. The best localities in the
Province to search for this elusive dove, are along the edges of
evergreen forests in tropical areas, such as Sibasa in the
Soutpansberg region. The Thohoyandou Botanical Garden has
become a reliable stakeout for this species.

Last-ditch Mission to Save Spoon-billed Sandpiper
Article condensed by Joe Grosel

Conservationists have set off on a last-ditch rescue bid to save one of
the world’s rarest and shyest birds — the tiny Spoon-billed Sandpiper —
from extinction. This is a remarkable species — a small Arctic wader,
with a bill, shaped like a spoon. This adaptation, entirely unique to its
family, makes it one of the most weird and wonderful bird species on
the planet. In the remote far east of Russia, the team hopes to catch
sight of some of the estimated 60 remaining pairs.

The spoon-billed sandpiper population is thought to be declining by
about a quarter every year, and the bird could be extinct within the
decade if nothing is done to save it. A combination of loss of habitat and
the long 8,000km flights the birds make to their wintering ground, are
blamed for their rapid decline. The bird’s migration path runs from
Russia to Burma and the Bay of Bengal in Bangladesh; and they have
been spotted in Japan, North Korea, China, Thailand and Vietnam.
Trapping is the biggest problem, particularly in Burma and Bangladesh.
Although the bird is too small to be of much interest as food, trappers
setting nets for much larger birds often capture the spoon-billed
sandpipers inadvertently. If the conservation team manages to find any
breeding birds, the hope is to start a captive breeding system to boost
the numbers and eventually release back into the wild. The team is
led by staff from the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) and Birds
Russia, working with the RSPB, Moscow Zoo and other organisations. If
eggs are found, they will be collected and placed in a specially
constructed incubation facility on the tundra, where they will hatch the
chicks. The fledglings will be transported to Moscow Zoo; then to
Gloucestershire where staff will rear the birds. No one has attempted to
breed the birds in captivity before but this programme represents the
last chance to save the bird, owing to its catastrophic decline in the wild.
As well as breeding the birds, the conservation charities are working
with local communities in critical areas along the bird’s migration path,
to try to increase the bird’s chances of survival. Hunters will be
compensated for birds they release, and for the loss from lack of
hunting if they give up some of their nets.

Fiona Harvey, Environment Correspondent
The Guardian, Thu 2 Jun 2011 15.00 BST

Spoon-billed sandpiper




Punda Maria Birding Bliss! by Lisa Grosel

A group of seven eager birders from Polokwane, Johannesburg
and Cape Town joined Joe and myself on a winter birding break
to Punda Maria from the 2™ to the 5™ of June. After settling into
our quaint but charming Punda accommodation, we went on
our first afternoon walk in the camp which happened to produce
our first special of the trip, a very confiding Eastern Nicator.

All our meals were enjoyed alfresco-style on the shady camp
terrace. This made dinners quite entertaining since we had
some unusual, uninvited guests around each evening, in the
form of several Thick-tailed Bushbabies and Small-spotted
Genets. The former actually became a bit of a handful as our
salads on the serving table became “bushbaby buffet”, every
time we looked away. During our morning brunches, Bearded
Scrub-Robins, White-browed Robin-Chats, Collared Sunbirds
and many more delightful birds entertained us around the
terrace.

A morning trip to the famous Pafuri region, produced some
lovely views of Dickinson’s Kestrel (a lifer for most in the group),
Crested Guinea-fowl, Green-capped Eremomela, Plain-backed
Pipit, Yellow-billed Oxpecker and some of the other Pafuri
specials, including Meves'’s Starling, Tropical Boubou, White-
crowned Lapwing, Crowned Hornbill, Mosque Swallow, Grey-
headed Parrot and B6hm'’s Spinetail.

A cold night drive did not produce many nocturnal birds but Joe
kept us entertained by spotting all sorts of other interesting
things in the spotlight, including chameleons, sleeping birds,
Sharpe’s Grysbok and loads of Springhares.

Other exciting sightings over the weekend, included numerous
elephant and buffalo breeding herds, the rare Yellow-spotted
Hyrax, vultures feeding on a carcass near the road, a
handsome Cuckoo-hawk which responded to Joe’s calls, as
well as two remarkable snake interactions with a young python
and a large snouted cobra.

All in all it was a great few days, with enjoyable company,
delicious cuisine, a stunning venue and of course fantastic birds
.... what more can one ask for?

Rita ticking away in Punda!

Punda Maria Trip: Going, going ....
sizing up its next meal

a Brown-hooded kingfisher,

“IT” news from BLSA:

BirdLife South Africa has launched its brand new website
www.birdlife.org.za.

Join Birdlife South Africa’s official fan page on facebook.
www.facebook.com/pages/Birdlife-South-Africa/112371882122716

Bird funnies.......

priceless shot!

Upcoming events

1) 9 July — Atlassing/ Birding Day Outing — Vencor Farm, Doornbult SV
& AR

2) 22 — 24 July — Weekend: Ivory Route Camp, Ndzaka Camp,
Manyeleti Reserve - Orpen, 10 x people only, first paid, first served. 5 x
2 bed tents, R125 p p p n. AR

3) Sat, 23 July — Beginners bird identification course

4) 27 — 30 July — Winter CWAC counts for the Polokwane, Turfloop and
Dendron region. Morning trips daily from Polokwane. CH

5) Wed, 3 Aug - Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” at 18:30 LG

6) 11 — 14 August - Greater Limpopo Birding Routes & the Limpopo
Honorary Rangers present an exclusive Birding Long-weekend in the
Mapungubwe National Park CH (2 places available - discount for BLP
members).

7) 13 August - Atlassing/ Birding Day Outing — Vivo SV & AR

8) 18 — 21 August — Greater Limpopo Birding Routes and Stretton’s
Gin Soutpansberg Birding Festival at Shiluwari Lakeside Lodge. LG

9) Wed, 07 September - Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” at 18:30 LG

10) Sat, 10 September - South African Bird Atlas Project Workshop at
the Dries Abrahamse Lapa — Polokwane Game Reserve presented by
Birdlife South Africa.

Contact Lisa Grosel -LG (083 380 2322), Charles Hardy —CH (083 457
1721), Saartjie Venter -SV (083 653 0475), Almari Robbertse -AR
(0837404803) and San3 de Wet — S3 (0824532754) for enquiries &
reservations.




