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From the Editor 
 
July has been slightly busier on the birding front. Some of our club 
members have undertook atlas outings to virgin pentads  (well done to 
the Van Tonders!), while others ventured to better known birding 
grounds, to introduce family members to this very rewarding hobby 
(thanks Jody, for your article on your outing to the Bird Sanctuary). Jody 
has also established a page on Facebook, where you can upload your 
birding photo’s and share your birding experiences with others. Please 
feel free to join in on this feature. 
 
A few eager club members conducted an atlas outing on the 9th of July 
to the Vencor and Doornkraal feeding lots. Although the morning started 
with dense mist (we had to take a coffee break before we even started 
birding, in order for the weather to clear), we managed to see a total of 
44 species at the Vencor feed lot, within 2.5 hours. It was also 
rewarding to see a tagged Cape Vulture and two tagged Marabou 
Storks (believed to have been tagged in Swaziland), amongst the birds 
feeding on the vulture restaurant. 
 
On Saturday 23rd July Joe presented a very successful bird 
identification course for novices. Over twenty fresh birders attended the 
course and as a result of Joe’s contagious enthusiasm for this topic 
several have already joined BirdLife Polokwane. 
  
The winter CWAC counts took place during the last week of July. See 
Joe’s piece on this and Nick’s article on the cuckoos makes one look 
forward to spring…  
 
Until then, happy birding!  
Wilna 
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Outing to Polokwane Bird Sanctuary        by Jody de Bruyn 
 
My sister and I headed out to the Polokwane Bird Sanctuary on 
a warm, sun-filled July winter’s day for some morning birding.  
With the affects of winter noticeably visible, we rounded the first 
dam and spotted species like:  African Jacana, White-throated 
Robin-chat, Little Rush-warbler, Rock Martin, Hamerkop and a 
number of Black Crake.  At one of the hides, we wanted to have 
a bit of a sit-down, but unfortunately the whole structure had 
fallen down and entering it would be at own risk. Needless to 
say, we skipped that idea.  We also had sightings of a lone 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher and a pair of White-bellied Sunbird. 
 
Going down to the 2nd dam, we had sightings of African 
Stonechat, Three-banded Plover and a number of Black Crake.  
There was little, to no water in the second dam and there were 
numerous dead rotting fish, floating in the green water.  Not the 
type of bird outing I had in mind. 
 
We headed down to the last dam and had some lovely sightings 
of:  Bearded Woodpecker, Black-faced Waxbill, Common 
Waxbill, Rattling Cisticola and Grey-backed Camaroptera.  
Heading back to the car we saw:  Acacia Pied Barbet, Cape 
Robin-chat, White-fronted Bee-eater, two lonely Egyptian 
Geese and an African Fish Eagle flying overhead, with brunch. 
 
In total, we spotted about 45 bird species.  The highlight of the 
day,  was seeing my sister enjoy her first bird outing and getting 
quite a few lifers.  I was disappointed in the absence of 
waterfowl.  Who can blame them, I wouldn’t want to swim there 
either!   
 
The low for the day,  was definitely the sad state of affairs at the 
Polokwane Bird Sanctuary.  The hides are in desperate need of 
maintenance and repairs.  The water - well who knows what is 
happening?  I hope that the Municipality will be doing 
something about this situation, to get this sanctuary back to its 
former glory (also see Joe’s article on the CWAC counts, to see some 
positive feedback in this regard – ed.). 
 

 
  

An African Fish-Eagle, with a fish in its claws 

 
Limpopo Specials (3):      Dickinson’s Kestrel (Dickinsonse 
valk)   Falco dickinsoni         Compiled by Joe Grosel     
 
This small robust raptor occurs in low altitudinal open woodland 
and palm savannah habitats, in the northern parts of Southern 
Africa. In South Africa, it is restricted to the northern parts of the 
Kruger National Park and eastern Venda. It usually sits in a 
very upright posture, its large light grey head conspicuous and 
characteristic.  Unlike other Kestrels, which are often seen 
hovering over prey or flying about in search of it, these birds 
prefer to hunt from a static perch and are often seen on the tops 
of poles and upper exposed tree branches.  From these 
vantage points they are able to sight their prey, making short 
dashes towards the ground in Shrike-like fashion. 
 
The best site to locate this bird in the country, is in suitable 
habitat in the Punda Maria region of the KNP.      
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Upcoming events 
 
1) Wed, 3 August - Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” at 18:30 S3 

 
2)   11 – 14 August - Greater Limpopo Birding Routes & the Limpopo 
Honorary Rangers present an exclusive Birding Long-weekend in the 
Mapungubwe National Park CH (special rates for BLP members). 
 
3) 13 August - Atlassing/ Birding Day Outing – Vivo SV & AR 
 
4) 18 – 21 August – Greater Limpopo Birding Routes & Stretton’s Gin 
Soutpansberg Birding Festival at Shiluwari Lakeside Lodge LG 
 
5)  Wed, 7 September - Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” at 18:30 S3 
 
6) Sat, 10 September – South African Bird Atlas Project Workshop – 
Dries Abrahamse Lapa, Polokwane Game Reserve – presented by 
BirdLife South Africa 
 
7) Sat, 10 September – Day Outing to Limpopo River – Pel’s Fishing 
Owl - SV & AR 
 
8) 16 – 18 September – Culinary Safari – Mabula Game Reserve. 
Learn how to prepare Safari-style gourmet delights at a private game 
lodge. LG 
 
9) 23 – 25 September – Weekend – Lekgalameetse Reserve, 
Tzaneen, 18 people (R135 pppn), 4 x 2 bed chalets; 3 x 3 or 4 bed 
chalets - SV & AR 
 
Contact Lisa Grosel -LG (083 380 2322), Charles Hardy –CH (083 457 1721), 
Saartjie Venter -SV (083 653 0475), Almari Robbertse -AR (0837404803) and 
San3 de Wet – S3 (0824532754) for enquiries & reservations.  

2011 Winter C.W.A.C Report                            by Joe Grosel 
 
The Coordinated Waterbird Counts for the 2011 winter period were 
carried out over the last week in July. Overall, the water levels at most 
impoundments were lower than in the previous two winters and this 
related to fewer numbers of waterbirds counted. As a result, there were 
not any major highlights but below is a summary of some of 
observations worth mentioning:  
 
Kalkfontein irrigation dam on the Hout River produced 125 Marabou 
Storks, while about 15km south of this site at the Rondepan Farm 
(Vencor) a further 190 “undertakers” were counted. As usual Rondepan 
also provided good numbers of Sacred Ibis (215), Cattle Egret (241), 
Egyptian Goose (140) and Spurwing Goose (71). The northernmost site 
that was counted was DeLoskop farm dam about 42 km’s north of 
Polokwane. Here too, the water level was very low and although 
waterfowl numbers were negligible, two species stood out namely 
Egyptian Goose with a total of 221and Kittlitz’s Plovers (65).  
 
Thanks must go to Charles Hardy, Bruce Goetsch, Derek Engelbrecht 
and the Van Tonder family for their continuous participation in the 
CWAC surveys. 
 
A matter of major concern, is the deterioration of two of Polokwane’s 
prominent birding sites. Firstly, the state of the Polokwane Bird 
Sanctuary’s water quality is at an all time low, which has had a major 
negative effect on the sanctuary’s aquatic biota, including the birds. 
Secondly, the private tourism initiative at the Turfloop Dam has also had 
a detrimental effect on the birds there, particularly with the recent 
introduction of speedboat rides on the dam. 
 
On a positive note though, the Polokwane Municipality and the Mayor 
himself has vowed that the Bird Sanctuary will be restored to its former 
glory. A contractor has already been tasked to start clearing and 
removing the affected sediments from the first dam and a consultant has 
also been appointed to compile a new sewage management plan for the 
Water Purification Works, adjacent to the Sanctuary. Let’s watch this 
space!!. 

Tracking Cuckoos into Africa  by Nick Baglow 

 

At our last Club meeting, Joe was highlighting the great biodiversity, 
avian and otherwise that we are privileged to enjoy here in South 
Africa, and that the UK has, for example, just one cuckoo compared 
to our 11 summer regulars. 
 
So by way of an interesting follow-up, the 'Red Listed' Cuckoo (our 
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus) is one of Britain's fastest 
declining migrants, with over 50% of the birds migrating between 
Europe and Africa, having disappeared over the past 25 years. 
Knowledge about what this amazing species does once it leaves the 
UK in August (earlier this year!) is extremely poor, hampering the 
ability to explain population changes. Even basic information about 
the routes they take to Africa, when they arrive in their wintering 
grounds, the habitats they use and how they move around within 
Africa, is lacking. This information is urgently needed to form 
conservation strategies and initiate action - knowing where the 
Cuckoo  spends the large part of the year, when they are not present in 
Britain, is vital to fully understanding the causes of their declines. 
 
In 2011, the British Trust for Ornithology is using small 5g satellite 
tags (see picture above) to track the movements of five Cuckoos from 
breeding grounds in East Anglia to their winter quarters in Africa. 
These have been fitted by BTO staff working with highly skilled 
volunteer ringers – ringing is a major activity in the UK, with 900 
000+ birds fitted with a ring  annually!  
To meet these pioneering Cuckoos (named above, and each with their 
own blog), go to www.bto.org/science/migration/tracking-
studies/cuckoo-tracking. Perhaps, we should be running a club 
competition as to which of these guys reaches Polokwane first! 

Some Interesting Bird Sightings reported from the 
Polokwane Area during July 2011 –  Joe Grosel 
 
1) Several sightings of Thick-billed Weaver (Dikbekwewer) were 
reported from around Polokwane, over the past month. Regular reports 
have come from the Eduanpark, Welgelegen suburbs. Derek 
Engelbrecht has had these birds feeding on Conifer seeds in his garden 
for the past two weeks (see image below).  
 
2) Derek and Lisa Grosel also reported a group of three Black Storks 
(Grootswartooievaar) in the Polokwane Nature Reserve between 22 and 
27 July. 
 
3) During a CWAC count on the 21st of July, a Yellow-billed Stork 
(Nimmersat) was seen just north of the Blood River bridge and a further 
two were encountered on the Vencor farms.  
 
4) Southern Bald Ibis (Kalkoenibis) are becoming increasingly scarce on 
the Polokwane Plateau and nowadays sightings of this species are 
considered very significant. A single bird was seen flying over Tembele 
Country Estate on the 5th and another singleton was spotted foraging on 
the Mankweng sports fields on the 21st of July. 
 

 
 

A female Thick-billed Weaver in Derek’s garden 
 
Please report any unusual sightings to Joe Grosel at 082 415 5250 or 
Derek Engelbrecht at 082 200 5277 

 
 
 
Who is this: 
Clement, 
Martin, Lyster, 
Kasper, or 
Chris? 
 


