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From the Editor 
 
So here we are in 2012, already on the go and very busy! May 2012 be 
good to each of us and may we be good to others, and to our 
environment, in return.  
 
Joe has mentioned in his monthly e-mail communication that the 2012 
Limpopo 550 Challenge has already commenced on the 1st of January 
2012. The aim is to collectively compile a list of birds seen in the 
Limpopo Province during 2012.This year we will open the challenge to 
the other Limpopo Bird Clubs and to clubs in Gauteng in an endeavour 
to reach a more realistic figure of 550. The list got off to a flying start 
with over 140 species recorded in the first three weeks of the year.  
 
To contribute to this challenge, all you need to do is to check the list on 
our website www.birdlifepolokwane.co.za, to see what birds have 
already been recorded and if you have any species to add to the 550 
Challenge list then e-mail the details to Joe. Please include the 
following: Date of observation, Robert’s number, Species name, 
Locality e.g.  Sterkloop Dam – Polokwane and the Observer’s Name.   
 
The second club challenge for the year is the Birdlife Polokwane 2012 
– Photographic Competition. The competition caters for both “semi-
professionals” and “point and shooters”. The rules for the competition 
are set out in the adjacent section in this newsletter, so let’s get creative 
and start snapping. For enquiries about this competition please contact 
Joe at 082 415 5250 or on his-mail address, edenroutes@telkomsa.net. 
 
Until next time, happy birding and happy snapping! 
 
Wilna 
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The Theme of the competition is: “A celebration of Southern Africa’s 
Bird Heritage”. 
 
ENTRY to the competition is FREE, but entrants must be members 
of Birdlife Polokwane. 

PHOTO SUBMISSIONS - Each entrant can submit up to 3 x  
photographs per category, per month. The photographs must be e-
mailed to edenroutes@telkomsa.net, no later than the 25th of each 
month. 

Any photograph submitted, must be the entrant's own work. Only 
digital images will be accepted. Photographs are to be attached to 
the e-mail. The e-mail must state each photograph’s title, the 
photographer’s name and where it was taken. Do not include your 
name in the picture (i.e. in the frame or in the picture itself) or in the 
caption or title for the image.  

SUBJECTS - Photographs must be of Southern African non-
captive birds taken in the wild. The photographs must have been 
taken within the geographical  boundaries of Southern Africa. 

CATEGORIES - There are two categories based on digital camera 
types: 

1) Digital SLR cameras (with interchangeable lenses) 
2) Compact or “megazoom” digital cameras, with retractable or 

fixed zoom lenses 

CONSENT & COPYRIGHT - The entrant must be the sole author 
and owner of the copyright. By entering your photograph into the 
competition, you grant to Birdlife Polokwane the non-commercial, 
non-exclusive right to use your images for promotion of the Birding. 

DIGITAL CRITERIA - Photos must be a minimum 1024 px 
longest side at 72 dpi, photos must be saved as JPEG, no less than 
compression 7 (medium). Files must be no larger than 500 kb  

DIGITAL RESTRICTIONS - Digital adjustments are only 
acceptable if limited to minor cleaning work (de-dusting), levels, 
curves, colour, saturation and contrast work. The faithful 
representation of what you saw at the time of the shot being taken, 
must be maintained. Cropping is allowed.  

JUDGING - Three “winning “photographs per category, per 
month will be selected by the judge. These photographs will be 
displayed at the monthly meetings and on the Birdlife Polokwane 
website. The monthly winners will then go forward to the final 
round of judging in November 2012. A first, second and third prize 
for the year will then be awarded,  per category.  

Entries for January 2012, can be photographs taken in 
December 2011.  

BIRD PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 2012 

COMPETITION RULES 

Limpopo Specials (6)  – Tropical Boubou         By Joe Grosel 
 

In South Africa the distribution of the Tropical Boubou 
(Tropiese Waterfiskaal) Laniarius aethiopicus is restricted to 
the Limpopo River Valley. Its preferred habitat is the dense 
riparian forest along the Limpopo and other low-lying rivers 
and its whereabouts is usually given away by the unique frog-
like alarm call. As with other members of this group, Tropical 
Boubous have a remarkable series of calls, mostly performed in 
duet. They are almost always found in pairs and breed in the 
summer months using mainly tendrils and fine roots to 
construct their nests. The Nyala Drive and Levubu River road in 
the Kruger National Park and sections along the Limpopo River 
in the Mapungubwe National Park are about the best places to 
search for this species.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
            
              
         

 

Bird of the Year 2012 – abstracted from BLSA e-newsletter 
(article compiled by Nikki McCartney, Marketing & Awareness -
marketing@birdlife.org.za) 
 
Birds are excellent flagships and important environmental indicators. 
By focusing on birds, the sites and the habitats on which they depend, 
BirdLife South Africa hopes to improve the quality of life for birds, 
for other wildlife and ultimately for people. Each year, a Bird of the 
Year is chosen by BirdLife South Africa. The Bird of the Year for 
2012 is the African Fish-Eagle. 

Upcoming events 
 
1) Sat, 11 February – Bird Ringing Day in Polokwane Game Reserve, by 
Prof Derek Engelbrecht - JG 
 

2) 03 – 04 Feb - Summer QWAC counts, Polokwane, Dendron & 
Turfloop. 
 

3) 16 - 19 February – Raptor Identification Course, presented by the 
Limpopo Honorary Rangers in Letaba Camp, KNP. Limited places, 20% 
discount for Birdlife Polokwane members – CH 
 

4) 25 – 26 February – Grass Identification & Veld Management 
Principles, presented by Joe Grosel – Polokwane Game Reserve – LG 
 

5) 02 – 04 March – Bushveld tree identification, presented by Joe Grosel 
- Shakani Lodge, Mokopane - LG 
 

6) Wed, 7 March - Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” Activity Hall at 
18:00 – LG 
 

7) 19 – 22 April - Nature Photography Course in Mabula Game reserve 
with Eden Routes. LG. 
 
Contact Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); 
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475); 
Almari Robbertse - AR (0837404803) and Sandrie de Wet – S3 (0824532754) 
for enquiries & reservations.  

Upper Zambezi Birding         by Nick Baglow 
 
In  December 2011, four club members, namely San3 (see club 
Facebook page for proof she was there!), Susan C, Susan D and Nick, 
joined Joe on a trip to the Mambova Islands on the Upper Zambesi, to 
bird over an area that covered the environs of the Zambesi/ Chobe 
River confluence.  
 
Habitats are diverse, with fantastic riparian forest, floodplains and 
seasonal pans, papyrus and reed beds, and of course the rivers and 
channels themselves. As could be expected, the variety of birdlife was 
excellent, as were the impressive numbers of some species, a 
combination that makes this a pretty special area.  
 
A total of 230 species were seen, including a number of specials: 
Coppery-tailed Coucal, Luapula Cisticola, Rufous-bellied Heron, 
Collared Palm-thrush, Schalow’s Turaco, Lesser Jacana (proving 
perseverance pays, as Susan C has been waiting 20 years for this!!), 
Rock Pratincole, and the usual Pel’s Fishing Owl (getting to be a 
common bird for the club!). But bird of the trip for the writer, had to be 
Bradfield’s Hornbill, not for its beauty, but as a reminder that one is 
always learning new things; in this case from a previous visit to Chobe 
that the word ‘certainty’ in bird guide parlance, does not have quite the 
same meaning as for the rest of us! So a great trip, once again 
confirming that Africa is the place to be ☺ 
 

 
Little Bittern – skulking (Photo by Nick Baglow) 

 

 
Reed Cormorant – preparing squeaker for lunch (Photo by Nick Baglow) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesser Jacana – about to pirouette (Photo by Nick Baglow) 

Tropical cyclones blow in some unusual species.         By Joe Grosel 
 

The recent cyclonic systems in the Mozambique Channel that brought 
devastating floods to the south-eastern Limpopo and Mpumalanga 
Provinces also blew in an assortment of unusual birds.  
 

On Monday 16th January field ranger Sgt William Ndobe was wading 
through the flooded Letaba Camp when he came across a bird that he 
had never seen before lying in a puddle.  The bird which was alive but 
very weak was later identified as a Sooty Tern and taken to a 
veterinary clinic in Phalaborwa.  Sooty Terns are deep a sea species of 
the tropical Oceans and are rarely seen from the African mainland. 
 

Then on Monday evening I received a phone call from the manager of 
Shimuwini Bush Camp who said that he had picked up a small bird 
that “resembled a swift but had webbed feet”. Overnight the bird 
unfortunately died so it was brought to me the following morning for 
identification.  Another pelagic species, this time a delicate little 
European Storm-Petrel. These birds are summer migrants to the 
southern Oceans where they spend most of their time foraging off the 
continental shelf. What made this discovery even more significant  
was the fact that the bird had a ring from the British Museum. It was 
more than likely ringed at its breeding grounds on the remote Faroe 
Islands of the North Atlantic Ocean. 
 
Later during the week two more Sooty Terns (both dead) were 
reported from the Hoedspruit area while, amazingly a Red-tailed 
Tropicbird was recovered from a swimming pool near Rankin’s Pass 
in the Thabazimbi district. This bird also later succumbed as a result 
of fatigue and stress. As far as can be ascertained the European Storm 
Petrel and Red-tailed Tropic bird have never been recorded in any of 
the inland provinces before. 
 

 

 

< The diminutive European 
Storm-Petrel collected at the 
Shimuwini Bush Camp in the 
Kruger National Park after it 
had been blown in by the 
tropical storms in the 
Mozambique Channel. 
 

Photo – Joe Grosel 

> The Sooty Tern which was 
picked up in the Letaba Camp is 
now recovering at a veterinary 
clinic in Phalaborwa. If it makes 
a full recovery it will be taken 
back to the shores of 
Mozambique to be released.  
 

Photo – Brenden Pienaar 


