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From the Editor 
 
Well, at last I can say “spring is in the air”, and we have already seen a few 
migrants coming in! 
 
I have been contacted by Suzan Laubscher, who is doing research for 
publishers, looking into publishing a new bird book, next year. She needs 
members of Birdlife Polokwane, or anyone interested in birding, to complete 
an online survey to aid her in the research towards the future of birding 
books. Please support her in this effort: 
 
The rapid evolution in technology holds exciting prospects for bird books. 
What do you think is the future of field guides? Does a real book still have its 
place? Take part in an online survey and stand a chance to win! 
  
By answering just 28 multiple choice questions you might be the owner of a 
new field guide that is a first of its kind. You can however choose to stay 
anonymous. Take note that contact details will in no event be shared with 
any third party.  
  
Just click on the following link to take part in the survey:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JDKJ3J9 
(If you have problems opening the link, please copy and paste it into the 
address bar of your browser). 
 
Happy Spring birding, 
 
Wilna 
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The Greater Limpopo Birding Routes at the Getaway  
Outdoor Expo                                                By Lisa Grosel 
 
The Greater Limpopo Birding Routes were fortunate to be 
one of the four tourism associations to be selected by the 
Limpopo Tourism Agency to promote the Limpopo Province 
at the annual Getaway show. This popular expo, the largest of 
its kind in Africa was held from the 31st of August until the 
2nd of September at the Coco-cola Dome in Johannesburg. 
 
The outdoor enthusiasts came in their thousands to see what 
was hip and happening in the outdoor scene of South Africa. 
As usual our stand was very “eye catching” with the colourful 
bird eye theme. The banners were so effective that we even 
got a special mention from the event coordinator who also 
promoted our branded T-shirts and caps.   
 
The Greater Limpopo Birding Routes was the only avitourism 
stand at the Getaway show so we not only marketed birding 
in our province but also birding as a whole to the many folks 
who had heard about it but ‘were always too afraid to ask’. 
As a result we may have converted many show-goers.  
 
The GLBR stand had over 600 visitors during the three days 
including a surprise visit by the extreme adventurer Riaan 
Manser who spent some time chatting to us about his birding 
highlights while circumnavigating Madagascar and Iceland.   
 
The Greater Limpopo Birding Routes would like to express 
its gratitude towards the Limpopo Tourism Agency for their 
generous support and sponsorship and to the small but very 
efficient GLBR committee for helping us get the Limpopo 
Province firmly on the birding map.     

Limpopo Specials 13) – Senegal Coucal 
(Senegalvleiloerie) Centropus senegalensis:  Joe Grosel 
 
The Senegal Coucal is widely distributed in Africa, virtually from 
southern Egypt to southern Zimbabwe. However in South Africa 
it’s range is limited to the far north-eastern region and has only 
been recorded breeding between Punda Maria Camp and the 
Limpopo River in the Kruger National Park. Several unconfirmed 
records exist for further west in the Mapungubwe National Park. In 
the rest of South Africa and in the central and southern parts of 
Mozambique the Senegal Coucal is replaced by the Burchell’s 
Coucal. The two species are very similar in size, general plumage 
and call but can be separated in the field by the absence (Senegal) 
or presence (Burchell’s) of light barring on the upper tail and rump. 
As with most coucal species the Senegal Coucal constructs an 
untidy, domed nest with a side entrance in dense shrubbery. The 
nestlings have several interesting anti-predatory strategies. If the 
nest containing chicks is touched they will produce a snake-like 
hissing and if handled will expel foul-smelling excrement. Once 
chicks have fledged they will clamber about in the dense vegetation 
and if pursued will run across open terrain with great agility.  
 
 
                                                        
                                
    
                                           
 
                                                                                      
                 
                                      

 

Extreme adventurer Riaan Manser joins Joe and Lisa Grosel at 
the Greater Limpopo Birding Routes stand at the recent 

Getaway Outdoor Expo. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
            
              
         
 
        
           

 

TRIP REPORT FOR THE STRETTONS ‘LIMPOPO UNCHARTED’ 
BIRDING 4X4 TRIP – 2 to 5 August        by Lisa Martus & Joe Grosel 
 
On Thursday, the 2nd of August, 9 birders joined Joe Grosel, Lisa Martus 
and Trevor Van Niekerk for the start of a four-day birding 4x4 adventure 
into uncharted territory.  Trevor, a 4x4 expert, had been tasked to map 
out an exciting new route from the Blouberg Massif, into the Makgabeng 
Plateau and through to the Waterberg.  The far north-western region of 
the Limpopo Province can be regarded as one of the last truly wild areas 
of the country. It is remote, rugged, largely unspoilt and stunningly 
beautiful with habitats ranging from mistbelt forest to arid bushveld. As 
far as birding is concerned, the area is largely uncharted but the pristine 
and diverse habitats were expected to produce exceptional birds.  The 
group were excited to begin the adventure, heading off around midday 
from Polokwane Bird Sanctuary towards the ‘blue mountains’.  
 
Blouberg Ivory Route Camp, at the base of the Blouberg massif, is 
surrounded by an interesting selection of habitats ranging from mountain 
cliffs and riparian forest to tall mixed woodland and deciduous scrub 
forest. After a warm welcome from David, Thabo and Khomotso at the 
Ivory Route camp, birders settled in to their traditional thatch huts before 
Joe took everyone for a stroll under the huge trees of the camp.  The 
evening was a little breezy in front of the cold weather pushing its way 
up north but the birding adventurers enjoyed a festive braai under the 
stars in the camp’s boma. 
 
At night, the resident Wood Owls could be heard calling in the adjacent 
riparian forest while the dawn chorus was dominated by Natal Francolin.  
The birds in the camp grounds were very confiding with Yellow-bellied 
Greenbuls, Jameson’s Firefinch, Terrestrial Brownbuls, White-throated 
Robin-Chats and Bearded Scrub-Robins, allowing close views and 
excellent photographic opportunities. 
 
After a delicious breakfast under the looming mountains, Trevor led the 
group on a day of exploration, leaving the Blouberg mountain landscape 
and driving off road on the newly established 4x4 route alongside the 
Makgabeng.  The Makgabeng Plateau lies south of the Blouberg and 
west of the Soutpansberg. Adventurers were treated to spectacular 
landscapes culminating in a visit to an enormous sandstone cave, 
carved out of the rock and a natural sandstone amphitheatre along a 
riverline.  Driving along cattle tracks and through river-beds, allowed 
participants to get up close to the tall sand “rock” buttresses, deep 
Kalahari-like Sandveld and Acacia-lined streambeds.  
 
Birding highlights here, included watching Cape Vultures returning to a 
prominent cliff-side roosting site. Joe pointed out Booted Eagle, Lanner 
Falcon, Rock Kestrel and White-necked Raven, as well as pesky Pied 
Crows who repeatedly mobbed soaring and roosting vultures. Other 
interesting bird observations in the Makgabeng, included seeing both 
Dark-capped and Red-eyed Bulbuls drinking from the same leaking tap 
and large groups of Red-billed Oxpeckers sitting on cattle and donkeys.  
 
After an exciting drive along a cattle track, we arrived at the lovely 
Makgabeng Farm Lodge to a warm welcome from owners Fortune and 
Lorraine Mabeba and the melodious rhythms of musician and artist, 
Thomas Kubayi and his band, Vutsila.  Our delicious meal was 
accompanied by the poetry of local poet, Hazel, whose words serenaded 
us into the night. With its panoramic views of the Makgabeng, the lodge 
is situated in arid bushveld dominated by Umbrella-Thorn and Marula 
trees. Some of the resident bird species seen around the lodge included 
Marico Flycatcher, Kalahari Scrub-Robin, Scaly-feathered Finch, Sabota 
Lark and Green-winged Pytilia. 
  
After an early breakfast, we made our way back to Makgabeng to meet 
up with Jonas Tlouamma, an expert on Makgabeng’s rock art sites, who 
revealed to us the hidden secrets of the Makgabeng’s past.  Participants 
were enchanted by the San and Sotho rock art sites as well as the 
opportunity to experience the spectacular Makgabeng rock formations 
and a dramatic sandstone arch. 
 
Participants had to be dragged away from the Makgabeng to head off to 
Lindani Private Nature Reserve in the Waterberg Biosphere.  Lindani 
is dominated by Waterberg Sandy Bushveld but also features open sand 
plains, perennial streams and dense rocky ridges. Our group was 
welcomed by the resident pair of Mocking Cliff-chats and enjoyed a short 
afternoon walk, before being serenaded by members of Solly 
Nkhumane’s Village Singers choir and a delicious Lindani dinner.  The 
morning drive with Johannes Mosima produced over 80 species 
comprising an extremely varied selection of birds, including Swee 
Waxbill, Pearl-breasted Swallow, African Black Duck, African Green-
Pigeon, Cape Grassbird, Ant-eating Chat, Bearded Woodpecker and 
Grey-backed Cameroptera. Lindani is a ‘pipit paradise’ with no less than 
5 species seen during our stay.  After all the birding and the highlight of 
a Lindani rhino, the group were more than ready for a hearty brunch 
followed by a reluctant farewell to fellow adventurers, until the next time.  
  
(Abstract of article – full article and photo’s can be seen on website – ed.) 

International Vulture Awareness Day.      Submitted by Joe Grosel     
 

Vultures are an ecologically vital group of birds that face a range 
of threats in many areas that they occur. South Africa is home to 
no less than nine vulture species. Seven of these are listed in the 
Red Data Book of Birds of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland 
(Barnes, 2000) as facing a certain degree of threat of extinction. 
The Bearded Vulture, whose range in southern Africa is restricted 
to the Maluti-Drakensberg mountains is classified as 
“Endangered” and continues to decline in numbers due to a range 
of factors. The Cape Vulture only occurs within southern Africa 
and the conservation of this species remains one of the main focal 
areas of conservation organisations such as Birdlife SA and the 
EWT. Both the Hooded and African White-backed Vulture were 
up-listed to “Endangered” in the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species during the last 12 months. Other species, such as the 
Lappet-faced and White-headed mostly restricted to large 
conservation areas in South Africa and are listed as “Vulnerable”. 
 

The International Vulture Awareness Day has grown from 
Vulture Awareness programs run by the Birds of Prey 
Programme in South Africa and the Hawk Conservancy Trust in 
England, who decided to work together and expand the initiative 
into an international event. 
 

It is now recognised that a co-ordinated international day will 
publicise the conservation of vultures to a wider audience and 
highlight the important work being carried out by the world’s 
vulture conservationists. During the first week of September 
2012, the aim is for each participating organisation to carry out 
their own activities that highlight vulture conservation and 
awareness. The www.vultureday.org website, established in July 
2009, provides a central place for all participants to outline these 
activities and see the extent of vulture conservation across the 
world. Additionally this webpage is a valuable resource for 
vulture workers to learn about the activities of their colleagues 
and to perhaps develop new collaborations or exchange 
information.  
 

Locally, over the course of this week volunteers will be observing 
vultures at Polokwane’s two main vulture restaurants (Ibis and 
Mockford piggeries). All species will be counted and observers 
will be on the lookout for tagged birds. 
                                            
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
1) 07 – 09 September – Weekend Practical Nature Photography 

Workshop at Mabula Game Reserve – LG 
 

2) 21 – 24 September – Stretton’s &GBLR Uncharted 4 x 4 Birding 
Adventure to the Wolkberg – featuring Woodbush, Lekgalameetse 
and the Wolkberg Wilderness Area (limited to 10 pax) – LM 

 
3) Wed 03 October - Monthly Meeting at “Die Koraal” Activity Hall at 

18:30 – LG 
 

4) 6 & 7 October – Outing to Tzaneen Ecopark, sleeping over on the 
Saturday night @ R 300 per chalet (sleeps 2) – SV. 

 
5) 18 – 21 October – Mapungubwe National Park Birding long 

weekend at the Tshugulu private Camp – CH. 
 

6) 25 – 28 October – Raptor Identification Course – Letaba Camp, 
Kruger National Park – CH. 

 
Contact: Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa 
Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM ( 082 200 4596); Sandrie de 
Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475) and Susan Chapman 
– SC (082 809 7873) for enquiries & reservations. 


