
Here’s a nice little project for all the Birdlife Polokwane
members over the next few months: Please make a note
of any arriving migrant birds in the Limpopo Province.

Send the name of the bird, the location and the date you
first saw  or  heard  the  species  to joe@tembele.co.za.
Incidentally  the first Red-breasted Swallows were seen
near the Polokwane Civil Airport on the 10th of August.
Keep a lookout for Greater and Lesser-striped Swallows,
Yellow-billed Kites and Wahlberg’s Eagles who should
also be arriving at some point during August.
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Welcome to this evenings meeting, hope you enjoy reading through these interesting articles and feedback. Please Visit our facebook

page, see what other members have been up to and share your sightings, identification queries and photos with us. www.facebook.
com/birdlifepolokwane. If you happen to come across anything you would like to see in our next newsletter, or you would like to give
feedback you can e-mail me at chantz66@gmail.com. Happy birding.

Monitoring migrant bird arrival through atlassing. by Professor Les Underhill

There is no project on the planet that measures the timing of bird migration as well as SABAP2 does, and on the scale that SABAP2
achieves. And what is best of all ... none of us have to work our butts off to do this. It is achieved by the power of citizen science.

Right now, near the beginning of August, the first migrant birds are trickling back. First to arrive are the intra-African migrants
which arrive from farther north in Africa to breed in southern Africa. Bulk arrival of the migrants which bred in Eurasia is not until
November. Some of the waders arrive quite early; Common Greenshanks, which breed early in the northern summer in the coniferous
forests of southern Siberia, will start arriving this month.

Every full-protocol checklist submitted to SABAP2 for the remainder of the year contributes to monitoring the pattern of arrival of
migrants in 2015. The secret of success for collecting high quality data is for every atlaser to do as many checklists as they are able
for their “home pentads” starting now. It is incredibly rewarding, with each successive checklist, to observe the increase in numbers
of migrants. As we combine all the individual contributions in the SABAP2 database, sample sizes become large, and we can make
detailed analyses of the emerging patterns, and how they are changing through time. It is only in 2015 that we can collect data for
2015. If we miss the chance, it is gone! So please do as much as you are able this spring.

Thank you for your contributions to SABAP2.

Migrant arrivals in the Limpopo
Province: by Joe Grosel

,



Chronicle of a first time birder by Deo M.J. Masotla

On Saturday the 11th July we took on an exciting expedition to the vulture restaurant at
the Mockford Farm, (a piggery farm) about 20 KM on the R 101 route from Polokwane to
Mokopane.

We met at the farm’s gate in the morning at 8:00, with some of the usual suspects and the Van
Tonder twins. On our arrival, the pleasant smell of pigs made their statement, no mistake about
that, but without a hassle we were permitted entrance. Peral and Peter, first time birders, got
lots of lifers and learned much in the process. At the restaurant the main course is pork with
an occasional impala, wildebeest, and beef. For the birds of course… We were privileged to
spot 4 of the vultures; the Hooded (lifer), Cape, White-backed and Lapped-faced vultures.
The grey-headed sparrows were also having an interesting bloody breakfast of pigs. Photo by Richter van Tonder

We later took a stroll to a nearby pond, and spotted several other birds. The African Fish Eagle, Cape Shoveler, Southern Pochard,
Pearl-breasted swallow and Little Grebe were the stars of the show. We saw a couple more other interesting birds too, with our failing
attempt to call out the Ovambo Sparrowhawk, believed to be nesting closer in one of the blue gum trees (Eucalyptus).
We hoped to have had a chance to feed the rhinos, somewhere in the property, but unfortunately they have migrated. Above all else, the
trip was a success and we learned new stuff.

Woodpecker shock-absorbing system sent in by San3 de Wet

Woodpeckers are known to drum hard woody surfaces of trees at a rate of 18 to 22 times per second with
a deceleration of 1200 g (humans can lose consciousness at g-forces as low as 4 to 6 g). Woodpeckers
have four structures that help absorb mechanical shock and prevent brain damage: (1) a hard, but
elastic, beak, (2) a hyoid apparatus that rigidly
supports the tongue, (3) an area of spongy bone
located at the countercoup position from the
beak, and (4) skull bone with cerebrospinal
fluid (CSF).

A  woodpecker’s hyoid extends posteriorly
from the floor of the oral cavity, goes behind
the neck, divides into two bands, goes around
the back of the skull, and inserts at the front of
the skull.

Skull and Tongue of a Woodpecker

The tongue is long, extensible and barbed at the
tip to facilitate the capture and extraction of prey
from bark crevices

Thisallows woodpeckers to extend their tongues
well beyond the tip of the beak when foraging,
but this arrangement also helps distribute
mechanical vibrations when drumming. The
spongy bone is thought to evenly distribute
mechanical  vibrations  before  they  propagate
to the brain. Finally, woodpeckers have a very
narrow space for cerebrospinal fluid, (CSF),
between the skull and brain, and little CSF
helps reduce transmission of vibrations into the
brain through the CSF.

The barbed tip of the tongue

Source: <http://people.eku.edu/ritchisong/birddigestion.html> and Yoon and Park 2011

Outings / Uitstappies

15 August – Day outing to the Woodbush Forest (RvT).
5 September – Visit to Club Ranch Safaris on the Limpopo River to search for Pel’s Fishing Owl (RvT).
Tuesday 07 September (second Tuesday of September) –Special Spring edition!
17 – 20 September – Limpopo Birding Routes – Off the beaten track event to Blouberg and the Makgabeng Plateau (LM).
Wed 23 September – Birdlife Polokwane Movie Night.
06 October – Monthly meeting.

Contact Persons
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM
(082 200 4596); San3 de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek Engelbrecht – DE 0822005277, Richter
van Tonder – RvT 082 213 8276 and Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873


