Trip report - Birding off the beaten track
in the Waterberg 14— 17 June 2013

Jove Girroned

An cnthusiastic party of 13 birders from as far allehd as Wanben, Unblot and
Whossel Bay met in Mokopane aver hinch on Friday 14 June for o quick bricling
before sollng ol on the laea Siretlom’s sponsosod LITHP.W Birding Houses
ewvent, the “Bending off (ke bemen rack |ﬂﬂ'ﬁ¢wﬂim-m

The comvoy of six 4ud vehiches mado is way anound the nonh-casemn fombills
al the Waterberg known as the "Bed Bedi” so named because of the rod sand-
stond hills and biltress which dominaie the lindscape. A sicidy Slimb 1o the
sop ol the Waterherg plalcad via the speciacular "Eloal Pass” was follawed by
the firsl fasdiide s10p of 1he trp for & chal ahout the prevailing landscape amd
habsilisls,

Adter seiling st oar lovely acommmondilaion al the Motseny Laxdpe s the Lan-
dami Privale Magure Réserve the group 1ok o shor walk dovn o ihe Melk River,
The evsal eonilitiosns didn's make For preat bindeng with only 8 lew speciis soim,
The ones whis did make an sppearance includad Yelloa-belliod Geeenbul, Ra-
Tomrs-nagsedd Lark, Cape Lonpelaw, Groundscraper Thrush and Gallen-hreassad
Bunting

I wans o carly start oy two, with colfoe and rasks before e grosp

on & muening's bird drive sboard Lindani's Game drive vehacke pilosed by Solly
Niumane, The drive iscorporated mest of Lindani's habitats and thas an impres-
sive lisg of close an 70 very diverse birds was racked op. Bustveld and Bully
Pipit, Crange-breasied Bush-Shrike, Pearl-breassed Swallow, Yelbow-fronted
Tenketird and Afeican Snipe were among the goodics seen. The drive also pro-
duced throe new specics for Lindani namely Yellow-breastod Apales ifirss rocond
for the Waterberg), Flappet Lark and Cape Batis.

Adter o siporb brunch the carly aflernoos was spert al kasupe, A Libe aflernoos
walk aroisd Motseng canp produced good ssghtings of Greater Honey gusde,
Lirard Buzzard and Gooy-backed Cansaroptern bolon: most of the group seiiled
inin wasching the Springbobs ke on Seotland. Liberal use of the spossors
products sdded eatra cheerfulness o the atmasphere. Befone danner the group
was trealod o s line masic by the very tlentod Solly.

Day thiee was a day af exploring the hack roads of the Waterberg 10 take i
the seenie splendours of this region, The foule 1ok the convoy Back over the
escarpment and iy the Sierkrveer Valley. skisting the Emabeni conservansy
Belore oo apaan ascesding onlo the platea nest the lvan of Vsalwaer whene
the grosp engoyed lunch a1 the hissore S0 Jobn the Baptics church (one of the
kesser knovwn Beiildiings designed By 5ef Herben Baker), Some of (B inlefesing
Birds seen along the momang’s dive inluded Black-chessnd asd Brown Snake-
Eaghes, Affrican Black Duck. Half-collansd Kangfisher and Coipai Francoln, The
last leg of the day’s ey took the group frem Vaalwaler o the Marakele
Watimal Park. Thes jousmey of asoul TORm emed oul i be somsewhal of a game
drive as larpe consceniralions of antchope were seen on the wikidlile ranches along
the roule. A Tew inferesting colous variations including Black Impala, White
Bileskok and Hlack Springbok sdied scene pocullarity 1o the rip. The birds
weren't going 1o be ouldone xs Malschie Kingfsher, White-Fronied Bee-cater
and Secretary Bird where added o ke ist, Jusy before reaching our destinstion
w wlopped off te chat g Dr Pal Benson at his vullure moniloring sstios, right
mend 1o the moad, He has boen counting Cape Vialnares scsting on the CEls im the
Marakele MNational Park froen this site for over tweniy years, The evering was
epedil an e GirifTom's privale camp in & concession thal s opes o he national
park. Althcagh the accamimadalion was Tasrly nstic hofe everyoms had an on-
Yoyahle ovening,
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| Hi everyone, it hardly seems posiible, but we are alresdy halfway
(ihrough this year, the winter is almost over and spring is on ils way,
i

| Thunks 10 everyone who contributed to this months newsbetier, | have
received guite o few interesting and insightful articles, including a liatle
:mﬂii;lhmtfmﬂllrm}‘l]u'umqﬂn

:h'lljmlyl! filled with many unasual sightings and lifers for sl @)
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| Until next time,
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| Chantelle

F‘pﬂrm @y interratisg inlewsiniog o dmagrs, phaeie foel fee s send ir o me s
whanro B e o

The lust moming proved o be a highlight of the rip for many as we travelled
o the Marakele National Park and drove up the nomow {surfaced ) moad io the
kighest poant in the Waterberg. Owm entering the park the vegetation was doma-
mabed by Acacia woodland thal is typical of the Thabarimbi region. Here spocies
soch as Phed Babbler, Red-hilled Hormbill, Crimsan-hreasted Shole and Viole-
eared Wanhill were swen. As we ascended amd gained altiwde the vepetation
guickly changed from wooded thickets o open, grassy. Protea-covered slopes,
rocky crags and eventsally alpise shnshland on ke summmal. Here @ 2000 metres
above sea level same inleresting lroes wene seon susch s the Real Yellowwood
tree Padscarpus Latifolis and the Mountain Cypress Widdringtonia nodiffora.

O the assent great chose-ep sightings of Lacy Cisticola, Gumey s Sagartand and
Greator Double-collared Sunbind were enjoyed. Birds seen up in the highlands
included a lange fock of African Blsck and Alpine Swilt, soaring Cape Vultunes
and a humting Verrcaux®s Eagle. The group bad a picndc in b parking lot at
tha radio masts and were soon joined by o multilude of binds, Before we knew
it there were Bull-streaked Chats, Cape Buntings, Mocking Cliff-Chals, Cape
Rock-Thrushes and Familiar Chats hopping around at our feet. What o way 1o
enid the rip simce if wasn™t bong before we where down the mountain again and
om our wary home,

The Gireater Limpopo Birding Route wishes o thank the sponsors Strelton’s
Chin, our bosts al Limdani and Grilfoo’s Camg and our loyal partcipanis for mak-
ing this another greatl birding cvenl.

1 - Lanemy wirw pavnd, I - Cayr Ranting 7 - Cape Vil is
gk d o« Baftarerobked Cha



‘A pat on the back’
A xmipper from ihe SABAP2 websiie sutviited
fry BTy Atticnrsl

“SABAFZ, the bird stlas project, continues 1o
improve its covernge statistics, Within South
Africa this is peiting harder and harder 1o do,
s the remaining unvisied pentads pet farther
andl farther sway from most atlnsers, and more
and more difficult o acoess.

Limpapa 15 the province tha has made the
greatest progress in the past 12 months, It is
the only province that hns managed to increnss
coverape by 10KS within the past year. Today
we celebrale Limpopo passing T0%E cover-
nge. Well done fo everyome who has atlused in
Limpopo, we value vour contributions.

Seven of the nine provinces now have cover
nge exceeding 0%, The o provinces still o
reach this bevel are the two largest, the East-
em Cape on 38% (with a 9% increase over
the past year) amd the Norhern Cope on 31%
{with n 5% incrense over the past year).”

Professor LG Underhill - [drector: Animal
Demography Ui

Larking around South Africa
South Africa.

fry Charles Mardy

“We aaw 17 speches and what did we get?
Another day older and decper in debi!

S0 Derek & loe doo’t yoo call us cause we
N NOW SEY.

We've seen every damn lark inthe RSA™

These are words of the song Bruce and | sang
whilston a wonderful trip with the Lark Kings
of South Afrkca namely our very own Joe Gro-
wel and Derek Engelbnechi.

Chur irip ook us through ihe dmer regions of
our country to the Morthern Cape's enchant-
mgly beautiful Bushmanland and ended in the
stunning Mamib Desert surmounding Walvis
Bay. En rowte io Cape Town we visited Dros-
foniein pear Kimberley and spemi 3 days on a
farm oulside Brandvlen belonz joumeying 1o
Welerift on the coast .

Ciur Southern Alrica region boasts the greatest
diversity of larks i the world and the areas
wa wvisited were home to many endemic spe-
cies which our intrepid Joe and Derek identi-
fiedd and tcked off with remarkable case. Most
tirrezs Derek and Joe had identified the species
bezfore Bruce and | hod even seen the hird,

Outings / Uitstappies

20 - 21 July - LI Kentification cowmse - Plk GR
15« Hi July - Winter CWAC counts aroond Plk

27 Tuly - Wimier CWAC counts PIk Bind Sanciuary
B - 11 Aug - GLBR Blouberg & Magochasklood
bénding adventan:

Ancient Lesser Flamingo
sewd i by Devek Engeltvechi, odapred by Chanrelle
Wewier: Ovdpind article by Colin Jocksan

It has been reported by The Ringing Scheme of
East Africa that a Lesser Flamingo was founsd
freshly dead ai Lake Baringo on 13th Pebu-
ary this year with a BTO ring (British Trast
for Orrnithalogy) used on a batch of Flamingos
chicks that bred o Loke Magadi in 1962!

This particular bird was ranged by Leslie
Browm on st Movember 1962 making it 3
years ald! It may be the oldest reconded Lesser
Flamingo and quite stunning that it lived for
so bong. A few years ago there was one pecov-
cred also ol Magadi that was aboat 45 years
ol - there may be one or two more out there
with rings fream that time!

The person whe found the flamingo is Nick
Armoar of Swavesey, England, 1o whom we
are imdebted for reporting the rng. The dis-
unce from mnging sie b pecovery sile i
242kms.”

Highlights of the rip were Derck beoonting
the first person i the world o nng a Black-
eared Spamowlark and more imperiantly to
witness him ringing o Stark’s Lork and thuas
breaking the worlkl mecond for the most differ-
ent lark species ringed by any ringer,

Apan from the wonderful birding, many un-
forgenable moments were spent discussing
the day's adventures over sundowners whilst
enjoying magnificent sunseis over vast open
Mains.

The beers were cold, the bruad fires were hot
and ihe company wus warm whilst larking
with Lark Kings.

Thank you Joe ond Derek.

Contact Persons

Contsct numbers for saguirics & seservations

Charles Hlandy - CH (023 457 17200 boe Grosel - 1G
02 405 R3HN); Lisa Cirosel - LAS (OE3 380 2322
Derck Engelhrecht - INE (082 200 SETT): Richter van
Tonder - RvT 00R2 213 B2T6) Susan Chapmas - SC
{062 M TET3}

Voéltuin (Deel 2)
Cornie Odenduat

Soos belowe, mank ons moa tuin om insekvre-
temle voills te bok, Cm dit te kan doen, moet
ons verskeie insckie lok. Alle goggis is nic
peste nie. Draar is nie net “bad guys™ nie. manr
otk “good guys™. Baie gopgas beheer juis die
Instipe soorte. Dink muoor aan “lslybinds” en
homotsgotie wat hise eet. En wal “n plesier
om die voEltjics te sien luise af-pik van die
plante al. Niemand wil plantluise b nie -
sy, ok masr dic volls en voordelige gogens.
Weereens is dit belangrik om weg te bly van
gil af. Ons noem die hebe skane — voiils inkluis
= watt help om die peste in 1oom 1e hoa dic
“BRBH" - “beautiful bug busting brigade™.

—

Diaar is verskeie bome en struike wat spesifick
by heuningbye pewild is: onder andere Deur-
mckaarbos (Ehretiargida), Enkeldonng (Aca-
cin robusta), Blompeer | Drolpeer { Dombeya
mfundifolia) en pragiige Dopperkinag (Piero-
carpus romndifolivs), Met kruie en doodge-
wone blommetjies, soos kappertjies, wornd die
Iys heelwat langer.

Dan is daar etlike bome wat vlinders en *n ver-
skeidenheid ander insckie bok: Wildeperske
{Kiggelorin africanal, Wildekastniing (Calo-
dendrum capense), Geelkeur (Calpurnia au-
rea), Kurkbos (Mundulea sericea), Laveniels
boom (Heteropyxis natalensis), Bosheeskloy
{Bauhimin tomentosa), Hullboerboon (Schotia
brachypetala), Pietersiclieboom (Heteromor-
pha arborescens ), Witolien { Buddleja salignn}
en Transvaalligusier (Galpinia transvaalica) —
om die Iys nie te ellelank 1 maak nie.

Voor ons by die vruglevreters witkom, moet
ons ook net nan die grassaadvretertjics sandag
gee, Dis maklik genoeg om hualle kos e goc
meet saljies of knammels, maar wit “n vreugde
om hulle 12 sien eet op ‘n stingel van ‘n lang
veldgms soos rooigras, Ons het nie almal die
voormeg om 'nosiuk grasveld van oms voor-
stoep of 12 sien nie, muar as jou foin ‘n drod
hoekie het wal genoeg son kry, oorweeg dit
om ‘n paar polke veldgms doar 1e lant groei.

Mou moet dic vreglevreters ook kos kry - en
nie jou vye en perskes nie, Ons how dit dan vir
volgende keer



