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Wiekoome bk, | trust everyone Bad o good Festive Seasom, Some of oue club members have Beon quite busy, have o resd and see what hey have been up s,
Wisal omr ngehook page 1o share your sightings, ident feation quenes and photos, e facabook com'biradlifepoial waae,
IF s happen 10 come scross amthing you sould ke 1o see in our nest sewslener, of vou would ke o give foedback vou can o-mail me ar
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Local bird guides go “bashing in Givani’

by Jow Girome!

I [ate ¥ 3 Prof Les Undechill and his team o the Animal Demaography Uni
(AD identified 12 glarimg gaps in the South African Bind Artlas Progect™s
(SABAPT) coverage map. A subsequent regquest went oul 1o atlassers 1o Gl o
meiduce these gage appreciably by the end of 2004 The so-called “Giyani Gap’
cenired on ke gown ol Giyani in the Far nonh-cast of Limpopo Province posed
o particularly chalbenging and appealing arca &0 cover, The regiomal atlas <om-
mittoe decided 1o call in the assistance of severl Limpopo bird guides fo form
prant of o Gayani ‘atlas bash’ beam, These Birdlile 5A affilialed guides based in
the Limpopo Provines are continuously mentored through programs nan by the
Greater Limpopo Birding Routes and il was decaded 10 combine a menlonng
sessicm with this very importan] ablassing mitistive. S50 on the | 3th of January
D4 bird guides Christopher Metonebse, Paul Nkhsmane and Lucas Mamanyane
joimed atlassers Joe Grosel and Charles Hardy on an imensive throe-tay atlass-
ing challenge to Rl the gap betwoon the Kruger Matioeal Park and Givami. This
region is remaote with only a handful of noeds linking several small villages so
severil larpeted pentaids demanded a good deall of “bumnda lashing” by foot, The
sirategy of allassang the inascoessible pontads invelved guides being deopped off
at pre-determmined points amd walking into the interior of the pentisd in onfer to
coner s wany habilals as possible in two bours, (bas completing o full protocod
allassimg sossion,

A tokal ol 23 virgin pontads wene atlissed during the throe-day hash of which
five imchucded portsons ol the Kruger Mational Park. A combined otal of 23
spocies wene reconded and as eapected a bunch of oan of mnge anms was ne-
crived Tor many uncommon speeies inclading Dusky Lark, Lesser-Sponied Ea-
ple. Booted Eagle. Wonlly-necked Stork. Hadoquin Chasil, Olive-1roe Warbder
anad White-heasded Viliuee, The allassing session unfomunately alse revealed
Tather cxpinsion of 1he Comenon Myna's invasion of the Linipopo Proviece
and sapnificant caslerly ranpe exlensson of two “weslern” spocies mmcly Cape
Sparrow and White-browed 3 parmow -Weaver, These two species werd meoondod
in villages and Tallow agricultural fields imal least seven penlinds near Kruger™s
wgstomm boundary,

Directly after this stbassing survey ancther Bash iniliated by Antbony Paton dealy
the *Ciiyani Giap” an additional blow as be aml fellow aflasser Barry Fourie man-
aged b cower o furtber 1T vingin pentads, Joanily these two atlassing inslialives
convered 40 virgin pentads and pook the Limgopo Provisee's SABAPT covenge
aver the BIFE nark on 26 January 2004,

The Limpopo Regionad Adlas Commitlor wishes 10 thank Lisa Mastss from the
Cireater Limgeope Banding Koutes Tor Baising with the guides and making noces-
sy bogistical amangemsnts. 1o Mr Charles Hardy wbo volantocned his servioes
and provided the 454 ferry vehicle and po Hanncline Soiil-Robinson from Bind-
life 5A whe made mach-seoded Funding available fo oover some of the acoom-
mvisdatiom and bravel expenses,




Birding hotspor -
Sterkioop wetlands

Ay i Cafredet

This serics of natursl SPPINES i% siumied o0 m
nicipal lamd o the west of Polokwane City ni the
Matlalnln and Percy Fyfe road junction. As far os
cnn be established it is the only cluster of perennial
springs om the Polokwane Platenu snd thus hosis o
preal diversity of wetlind nnd pmssland bird spe
cies, panicularly nfter good summer mins. A small
daen within the da » line has creabed open wa
ter habitat with the nssociated rush and sedpe beds
along its wpper reaches whene the likes of Maoooa
Duck, White-backed Duck, / TN SWIm e,
Grest.crested Grebe and Lile Binerm bave been
seen in the posi_ The marshland itself is bome 1o/ Or
ange-beeasted Wanbill, Cuckoo Finch, Red-collared
Widow and ot times Longaailed Widow while the
surrounding grassland host a variety of lark species
including the bocalised Shor-clawed Lark and rem
mants of the extremely fmgmented and liitle knowmn
Spike-heeled Lork sub-population which ocowers
on the Polokwa A% rmn be expecied &
multiude of marsh snd gmssland plants cocur here
ancluding many balbs such ns K"llr‘f.\--lhr\- i Red
bt Pokers), Ammaocharnis (Ground Lilyl, Nerines,
Hyposis (African Pomio), Boophane (Gifbol) and
Crlmdicdus species

I'hiz aren = relatively prsine ond should be con
sidered o ratural asset for Polokwune amd has the
poieniial o become @n imporiant eco-tourism af

traction due b the imeneseing aml variad pland and -

hind species. In seveml independent ecologicnl re
poris (o the city council it has been recommended
that this entire propenty, (including the surmanding
prsxland and swvanmah arexs) be properly fenced
off and proclnimed as o Site of Ecological lmpor
tance mnder Schaedule 1 of Limpopo Environmental
Manapemeni Act { 3003). Unforiunately this has nol
happened and the area is now umder huge pressure
from wrban expansion on #is bosders {Polokwane

n 44}. Poaching of game, illegal net
ting of fish, uncontrollad fi al dumping and
subsisience crop farming within this very sensilive
sile are fnctors contribuling (o ils demise

Poging | om pentad re-
kord te breek in Polokwane
Wildtuintjie

Irewr Richrer vare Towder

[ Tweede Suid-Afriknanse Vel Atlas Progek bet
1 Julie 2007 begim, Seden die begin was daar slegs
X heer dat "m |yvs vir 'm enkele pertid oor 20 spesies
ingedien is. Daar ks 1ol op datum van skrvwe reeds
G510 kyste inpedien en dit word net meer elke dag.
e evrste keer was deur Brwe Lawson op | Jan
ol 5 Jan 2008 vir 'm penind naby Pafen en di was
2

Charthosa ns iy *m v begin vir “n penid, mag jy slegs
oor “n maksimum van 5 dee kyk en minimum 2
volle wre. *n Pentad is Smin by Smin geoet, dis rof

weg "m Som by e blok,

Outings / Uitstappies

A ome of 1he only active pulblic ervironmenaz] bod
ies in the city it would be up o Birdlife Polokwane
b Foewaird furnber apgeels 1o e Sy council
niternp 1o save and preserve this imponiant naural
FEatine, W i b woamceriul o tusm this anen
imo o 'Peowdly Polokwame” bied sanctuary with
wolking trails, information boards and bird hides,
n poce that would mel only be enpoyead by hirders
ks which could serve a5 o wetland'environmenial
education facility for the breader community of our
milnicipal area.

For those wighing o visit this area il is milvized o
o s in 6 group for safety ressons. The entrance
gaie {which is nowrmally open) is situsied on the
Percy Fyfe rond approximately £50m from the Mat
lala Road imersection (523° 54' 1582 E20% X'

47.72"),

Thy Sirvioap Weiload afier good reim

Bruce het toe ook die 2de lys oor 200 ingedien op
26 Now bt B Mo 2000 vir dieseiide pemtad on dit
wits 212, Die rekord hel vir ‘n 2 jaar gestaan on is
o pehbreck deur Bob Geddes op 26 Mow o 30 Nay
2000, Dl was gedoen in die westelike pentad van
Mkhombe dam. Die telling was 217, Om w0 groct
tielling i tie stel moet daar *n paar Eaktore beenwoor,
g wees ml. ‘n poeie venbeidenheid van habitats,
goeie reen on jy moct die pentad haie goed ken,

S0 i hoe waar ek en Jody besluit hel om it e
prodeer doem in die Polokwane wildtaingjie pentad
winry 2 Jam tod f Jan 2014 Dhie pentisd begin ongeveer
by Suidsirias Noord grens) on dan gaan dit ot net
aniderkant die wildivinijeeias Suid prens. Die wes
grens is noentjic anderlant die N1 en die oo grons
i met ander die vlicgveld. Ons het hulp gehad
wanal Marcia, Derek, Danicl en Joe. Die cersie pog
img was nic baie poed gekoordineer nie. Ons wou
shep kyk of @it enigsins mootlik is om naby e kom

Op dic cere dag het ek my peoefende noete gery
o die groddste gros spesaes noer be sk K het “n
hele pmar inlerressamic spesies gosien wal nic altyd
w0 maklik = om ote kry nie. Onder andere *n hele
par saingeripes. By die aalwynkoppie dammctjic
i daar tans ‘n paar Olyfboomsangers. Lisster uid
wir 'n hewserige. krsseripe peluid wal aanboudend
roep. Einne die cerste uur was iy 1ysse roods op 62
spesics. Ek eindig toe op 153 vir die oppond ses
sse. Ons el e vir “nonagril om die nag spesies
e probeer optcl. Hie was dil ek, Marcia en body,
De spesies wal oms gekry bet wis Goewose Dik
kop. Wiei-uil, Rooiwangnaguil . Aliksanse naguil,
Gievlekte Oonal en Monnetjic-wl. Mo dic cersie dag
stxan die lysie op 164,

07 Fels = Maphi deivee and pecnic in the Polokw e Ciase Rewsrve iLGH
1= 1 & Feb = Tolwe Adlas Bash on ihe farm Lyons near Baliimone (UG & BT

ET Fobs - Arrival of & new bind in bean! (G

€1 ~ 2 Mar - Bisd Hingisg Dy in the Pulokwmse Game Reseve with Denck Engelbrechs asd Hilly Anand (RvT & DE)

0 Mareh = Mosthly mesing ot the Goll Cluls

08 March = Day outing 10 Gomoiomo near Plessarsrivier (RaTh
Hi - 16 March — Buihiveld Troe kicaiificatim al Shonodon: Lidpe neas Nylusoom, (LG}
B0 - 23 Mk - Listijogpes Wessosizry Bimpers proscal the Skiviusim Bandu Binding Bash in e KNP {CH}

| seker

Wiineeraar < Shacks van Temdvr
[he vweeds dag het poed begim met ons gereelds be

ghelfklub nl, che Wespedie!

Met die dal die meesie makliker spesies pesien is,
moes s begin konsenireer op spesificke plekke
waar spesificke spesies mag voorkom. “n Poaar gocie

idees vir deé plekke vanal kdy bet lling vir

dag 2 oppeskuif na 179, Een van e mooi spesies

virdie dog was ‘o Treldrawwerijie.

Dag ¥ het begin saam oy veou Marcin, Derell en
Damiel in die wildivinjie. Met ons eersie sessie in
gumbaots ineen van die oorvel damme kry ons toe
besondere shaars somerbesceker nl . Kleinwaierhoe
nder! Dil is ook die eersie keer wat dit in die wild
tuintjie oppetelen word. Met Derek se hulp kon ons

toe “n hele paar van die witstannde spesies kry. Oos

sessie indie wildhuimjie sbuit af met *n baie opwind

ende Rooiborsvizikuiken. Nie 'n maklike outjie om

ie skem nie. Aan die einde van die dag siaan ons op
1493 Die meoonifikheid om 200 te maak wos besig

oy waar i wiond?

Dag 4 lewer sleps 6 spesies. manr dit betelen ons is

op 19! Dag 5 het did byna heeldag geredn en die

hoop om X000 te kry was besig om te kwyn... Maar
toe kry ok ‘m sms van Derek wal 52 hy het Rocibek
vuuryinkies gelory en Charls het 2 doe terug op die
gholftaan 'n Gewone Troupant gesien!! 2001!! Dis
1o ook die fimale ielling en slegs die dde koer wal 'n
Iys cor 200 is. Met die dat ons wel *n paar makliker
spesies pemis het Iyk dit goed dat ons wel die rekond
mag beeek i die natve tockoms. Mow ons dop. .

Contact Persons

Charles Hanly — CH (083 457 17213, Joe Grosel - JG
(D82 415 5250k Liza Grosel - LG 0083 380 2322 ) Lisa
Mamus de Hoer = LM { 082 200 £4%04) San? de Wet
— B30l 453 1754k Saarjic Venser - BY (0K3 651
0475}, Derck Engelteecht - DE GRXM003277, Richier
van Toended — RVT 082 213 BITS and Sisan Ol pimas
= B pOR] 80k TETA



